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Duty Rating – Load Rating of Ladders 
 
Ladders have a rating system that indicates the amount of weight that the ladder can 
safely bear. Overloading the ladder may result in the ladder breaking or failing. The 
following table shows both the CSA and ANSI rating grades as well as the load 
capacity. Load capacity includes the weight of both the worker and all materials on the 
ladder at any time.  
 

 

The load capacity should conservatively exceed the highest anticipated weight on the 

ladder. That weight would be the combination of the weight of the worker AND the 

weight of equipment and materials that may be carried up the ladder. Some common 

examples of the weight of supplies and materials is shown in the following table.  
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Some ladder may use labels to show the duty or load rating capacity. Examples of such 

labels is provided below. 

 

 

 


